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directed, within the limited means at his disposal,
towards the organisation of naval and military forces
and the preparation of diplomatic schemes, with a
view to preventing Japan from consolidating her
position. Let it not be forgotten, also, that at this
time he stood practically alone, expected by the
Throne to devise ways and means single-handed
of protecting China against the invading sea of
troubles. He had the French on his hands at this
time, and the difficulty with Japan had followed
close upon the dispute with Russia over the question
of Kuldja and the Treaty of Livadia. Under the
circumstances his statesmanship was bound to base
itself on Fabian strategy; of this, the Memorial
above quoted affords clear proof. But in the end all
his efforts proved vain. He was undone, and his
undoing was due as much to the self-satisfied stupidity
of Peking officialdom as to the intelligence and
strength of his opponents.

Thus, in 1885, were sown the seeds of trouble in
Korea from which ten years later was to spring a
whirlwind of disaster for China, In all his subse-
quent handling of the Korean question Li endeavoured
to put a bold face upon a situation which he knew to
be delicate and dangerous* Yuan Shih-k'ai, as
Resident, proved himself a pastmaster in diplomatic
intrigue and bluff, successfully maintaining all the
outward and habitual signs of effective suzerainty*
But both the Viceroy and his lieutenant realised from
the outset the inexorable purposes that lay behind
the suave words and insidious proceedings of Japan's
representatives at Seoul. They knew that China's
position as a Great Power, and possibly her very
existence, was menaced by the steady scientific